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Successful Mid Term Conference provides inspiration 
By Prof. Angeles Blanco 
 

I am delighted to summarize the activities carried out during the Mid-Term AquaFit4Use Conference held in 

Oviedo, on 13th -16th June 2010, organised in cooperation with the 7th  International Congress of ANQUE 

“Integral Water Cycle: Present and Future. A shared commitment”. This event brought together over 475 

high level professionals to discuss concrete technical, economical, management, financing and legal issues in 

relation to the integral water cycle.  

During the specific sessions of the AquaFit4Use Mid-term Conference 26 lectures have been given. Furthermore, 
22 examples of the Knowledge and Technological Portfolios have been presented during the AquaFit4Use-

Poster Session, the first prototype of the Water Quality Management Tool has been presented during the Dem-

onstration Session and two AquaFit4Use- Open Seminars and one Tailored Seminar have been offered. 

After nearly two years of AquaFit4Use, the leading EU project for 

water in industry within the 7th Framework Program, a great pro-

gress towards a Sustainable Water Use in the chemical, pa-

per, textile and food industries has been achieved by the 

development and implementation of new, reliable and cost-

effective technologies, tools and methods. Therefore, a good 

number of fundamental results have been presented as well as 
results from several pilots. Furthermore, examples of important 

reductions in the intake of fresh water, in the disposal of wastewa-

ter and in the burden imposed by this on the environment have 

been described.  

But what is even more important, participants have had the oppor-

tunity to share their knowledge and to establish a debate forum 

for the exchange of information and for a better collabora-

tion and/or coordination between companies, administra-

tions, public organizations, research institutes and universi-
ties. The goal of detecting future research needs by analysing the 

past has been reached which is a step forward to solve the future problems by understanding previous good and 

bad experiences.  New solutions for today have been shown and new perspectives for the future have 

been opened. During the differ-

ent sessions the current bottle-

necks and limits of the concepts, 

scenarios and technologies used 

today have been reviewed and 

the latest scientific and techno-

logical advances were presented 
to move towards a more sustain-

able water management. 

The industrial water use and 

the improvement of industrial 

water management has been 

analysed individually but also 

from the perspective of the 

integral water cycle, in which 

Aquafit4Use has shared this com-
mitment with the ANQUE’s Con-

gress.  

 

 

For more information: 

www.anque2010.org 

www.aquafit4use.eu 

Coordinators Column 

That good 
t e a m w o r k 

can lead to 

big successes 
is proven 

again in the 

past period. 
The Spanish 

team won the 

world cham-
p i o n s h i p 

Football (and 

we are also 
proud of  the 

achievements 

of the Dutch 
Team).  

But most of all, the AquaFit4Use Team 

had a very successful Mid-Term Confer-
ence. This in the first place thanks to the 

perfect organization by another Spanish 
Team, leaded by Angels Blanco and 

Carlos Negro of UCM in cooperation with 

the Anque Congres, but of course  also to 
all persons who did contribute to it in one 

or the other way. Congratulations to all of 

you. The attendance of a lot of people 
both from inside and from outside the 

project, the useful and fruitful discussions 

during the oral presentations, poster 
presentations and workshops showed the 

interest for the results of AquaFit4use 

and will give us new inspiration towards 
innovations in Sustainable Use of Water 

in Industries for the  coming year. This 

newsletter is dedicated to this Mid Term 
Conference. 

What also becomes more and more clear 

is that innovation is more than the 
development of new technologies. Inno-

vation is also working on the route to 

application of the techniques, combining 
new and existing technologies and take 

away other hurdles for application in 

practice.  The outcome of the pilot work, 
that has been carried out within 

AquaFit4Use during the past period, 

confirms this and also supports the choice 
within the EC to pay more attention to 

these aspects of innovation. 

In the coming period the work will be 
continued with more attention to these 

aspects, especially to the exploitation of 

the results, bringing them to the market 
by  new dissemination and other market 

focused activities. And for this I like to 

ask the help of all stakeholders, but 
especially the industries. You are going to 

apply the results in the future, so we 

need your input. Please visit the website, 

look at the results that might be useful 

for you and contact us.  

Willy.vanTongeren@tno.nl 

The AquaFit4Use Team 

Opening Mid Term Conference by  

Carlos Negro and Willy van Tongeren 

http://www.aquafit4use.eu/downloads/
http://www.aquafit4use.eu/
http://www.anque2010.org/
http://www.anque2010.org/
http://www.anque2010.org/
http://www.aquafit4use.eu/
mailto:willy.vantongeren@tno.nl
http://www.aquafit4use.eu/site/en/Mid-term event.php
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AUDIENCE: At some points during the Midterm Confer-
ence, nearly 50% of the audience in the AquaFit4Use 
open sessions were people form outside the project, what 
shows the great interest of our initiative in the general 

AquaFit4...visibility! 

AQUAFIT4USE POSTERS: 22 Technology Offer posters 
of AquaFit4Use members were exhibited along with the 
ANQUE Congress .  

Midterm Conference keynote speakers 

THE FUTURE OF THE WATER EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE 

Tom Vereijken gave a lecture about the views on water that the different 

European regions have, emphasizing the common perspectives and de-

scribing how these are materialised in con-

crete actions aimed at coordinating research 
and awareness-rising efforts on those topics 

across the continent. 

Tom Vereijken studied food technology and 

environmental technology. After starting his 

professional career in the beverage industry 

at the Bavaria brewery in the Netherlands, 

he worked for over 20 years for the Dutch 

technology developing company Paques 

B.V., focusing on design and performance of 

industrial wastewater treatment facilities. 
During his work at Paques BV, Tom Verei-

jken became involved in water at the Euro-

pean level. Next to his professional work, he 

is currently the Chairman of the “European 

Water Partnership” and was elected President of “EUCETSA” and deputy 

Director in the WSSTP until March 2009. He is still leading the pilot advi-

sory group “Sustainable water use in industry” in the WSSTP. Since Janu-

ary 2009 he is the President of the Brussels based thinkȤtank “European 

Partners for the Environment”. Since 2008, he is Director of the Dutch 
Innovation Bureau for Watertechnology, based at the Netherlands Water 

Partnership. Improving and enabling market conditions for environmental 

technologies (with emphasis on water issues), are the central themes in 

his activities at local and European level. Recently, in October, 2009 he 

joined Grontmij Nederland B.V. Consulting Engineers, in the position of 

Director Water. Tom Vereijken received executive MBAȤdegrees from 

Nyenrode University (NL) and the University of Rochester (NY) in 1998 

and was decorated by the University of Valencia. 

PARDIGM SHIFT IN 
URBAN WATER 
MANAGEMENT  

Peter A. Wilderer gave a 

mind-opening lecture on 

the need to move from  

the conception of urban 

water management as 
being a mature discipline 

towards an approach that 

conceives water sci-

ence and technology as a 

continually evolving mul-

tidisciplinary field in 

which all possible actors 

should play their role in 

order to achieve an inte-

gral water management leaving behind the current “single pass 

solutions” to reach a scenario in which water resources are em-

ployed in several processes . 

Peter A. Wilderer is Professor at the Technical University of Mu-

nich and serves also as Director of the Institute of Advanced 

Studies on Sustainability (IoS). Educated as a civil engineer, Pro-

fessor Wilderer realised already in the early 1970s the need to 

understand various ways humans affect the water cycle. By bring-

ing scientists of different disciplines together to solve problems, 

and by communicating with the public, industry, business and 

public institutions, he has demonstrated that decision making 
might be based on sound science and appropriate technology and 

result in sustainable water management. Professor Peter A. Wil-

derer has helped design a more sustainable water and sanitation 

future. For this, he won the 2003 Stockholm Water Prize. 
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http://www.ewp.eu/
http://www.ewp.eu/
http://www.eucetsa.com/eucetsa/
http://www.wsstp.eu/site/online/home
http://www.epe.be/
http://www.nwp.nl/en/
http://www.nwp.nl/en/
http://www.grontmij.com/Pages/Grontmij-design-and-management-consultancy.aspx
http://portal.mytum.de/welcome/document_view?
http://portal.mytum.de/welcome/document_view?
http://www.advances.de/
http://www.advances.de/
http://www.siwi.org/
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FOUR ORAL SESSIONS 

After two years of hard work, the AquaFit4Use Consortium is now ready for disseminating the main results achieved so far in 

the project. The combination of the AquaFit4Use Midterm Conference with the ANQUE Congress gave us the opportunity, on 

one hand, to be in contact with other engineers and researchers but also with economist, layers, journalists, politicians, etc., 

and on the other, to present our scientific and technological results to the general public. 26 presentations were given in the 
conference addressing project topics such as the assessment of a sustainable water use in the industry or the modelling of 

water treatments. These can be found on the Aquafit4Use website. It is worth mentioning that an oral session was entirely 

focused on the application of  AquaFit4Use developments to industrial plants (session 4).  

SESSION 2.ï WASTE WATER TREATMENTS 

 

SESSION 1.- SUSTAINABLE WATER MANAGE-

MENT 

SESSION4.ï GOOD EXAMPLES INDUSTRIAL 
CASES 

SESSION 3.ï ADVANCED TREATMENTS 

Successful water circuit optimisation at Sappi 
Maastricht and Hamburger Rieger. PTS  

Mathematical Modelling and Calibration of a UASB Reactor 
Treating Wastewater from a Paper Mill. ATM  

Application of Evapoconcentration to Pulp & Paper 

and Textile salines streams  
Sustainable water use in graphic paper production  

http://www.aquafit4use.eu/downloads/


 

AquaFit4news Issue 4—August 2010 

AquaFit4News 
Issue 4—August 2010 

The Midterm Conferece brought us an excelent opportunity to move towards one of the main project objectives, that is the transfer of knowled-

ge within the consortium. The consortium took the chance and organised two workshops and a demonstration session.  

 

WORKSHOP 1:  

“Chemometric methods as useful tools for characterization of different 

environmental samples” by the University of Maribor. The textile indus-
try is known for gener-

ating a very complex 

effluent in terms of 

composition due to the 

variety of processes 

involving the use of 

water taking place in a 

typical textile factory 

(mercerizing, desizing, 

finishing, scouring, 
sizing, dyeing or 

bleaching). Water 

quality monitoring one 

of the AquaFit4Use hot 

topics, is therefore 

crucial to achieve an 

effective treatment of 

textile effluents.  The 

University of Maribor described in this workshop how to process the 
statistical data resulting from the measurement of physicochemical and 

chemical water quality parameters to find hidden information about 

textile waste water quality. Among the different chemometric meth-

ods they employ principal component analysis (PCA), cluster analysis 

(CA), and linear discriminant analysis (LDA). 

WORKSHOP 2:  

“MBR seminar and workshop”.Membrane bioreactors (MBR) 

have drawn the interest of the industry in the last few years. Sev-
eral project partners are well experienced in the application of MBR 

technology in the treatment of wastewaters. Ms Annie Tazi-Pain, 

from VEOLIA gave a general workshop on MBR targeting those 

partners not yet familiar with the technology. This workshop was in 

line with one of the main AquaFit4Use objectives, namely the 

transfer of knowledge between the sectors participating in our 

initiative.  

DEMONSTRATION:  

 The Water Quality Manage-

ment Tool has been devel-

oped within the project by 

partners MOSTforWATER, 
CEIT, TNO and VITO. It 

constitutes a nice example 

of a successful joint devel-

opment within AquaFit4Use. 

Filip Claeys, from MOSTfor-

WATER gave the audience a 

“A bird’s eye view on the 

AquaFit4Use Water Quality 

Management Tool (WQMT)” 

 

 

   

LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER 

Project title AquaFit4use ðWater in industry, Fit - for -use Sustainable 
Water Use in Chemical, Paper, Textile and Food Industry 

Acronym AquaFit4use  
Participants 32  

Start date 1 June 2008  
Duration 48 months  
Total budget 14.800.000 euro  
Total EC funding 9.650.000 euro  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE! 
www.aquafit4use.eu 
Contact 
Willy van Tongeren (TNO) 

Telephone 
+31 (0)88-8662181 

E-mail 
willy.vantongeren@tno.nl 

General AquaFit4Use information 

http://www.aquafit4use.eu/

